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Description
This course aims to contribute to students’ analytical skills and their critical thinking on socio-political phenomena. More specifically, it will help students ask appropriate questions, answer them through well-grounded arguments, and discuss the validity of alternative arguments on Islam and politics. The course aims to provide students with a global understanding of Islam and its political implications, by comparing cases from (Central, Southeastern, and South) Asia, the Middle East, the Balkans, North Africa, and West Africa. Its scope will also be broad. It includes such important issues as Islamist ideology; Islamic movements; the idea of caliphate; Islam, secularism, and the state; Islam, authoritarianism, and democracy; Islam, violence, and peace; and Muslim minorities in Western countries. While exploring these topics, students will learn about concepts and theories on Islam and politics, various types of interactions between Islamic actors and political institutions, and significant cases of Islam-state relations. The readings materials include both classics and recent publications. 
Students should keep in mind that in hotly debated issues such as Islam and politics, there are no simple right answers to the questions posed. The purpose of the course is to teach students how to take the arguments in the assigned readings and class discussions seriously and, then, develop their own arguments. The lectures will be interactive, in a sense that students will actively participate class discussions. In order to do that, they have to read the materials in the syllabus before coming to the class.
Goals for GE Courses in the Social and Behavioral Sciences

This is a GE course with the following goals: 

Goal 1: Explore and recognize basic terms, concepts, and domains of the social and behavioral sciences. 
Goal 2: Comprehend diverse theories and methods of the social and behavioral sciences. 
Goal 3: Identify human behavioral patterns across space and time and discuss their interrelatedness and distinctiveness. 
Goal 4: Enhance understanding of the social world through the application of conceptual frameworks from the social and behavioral sciences to first-hand engagement with contemporary issues.

Student Learning Objectives:  

In this course, students will:

-Exercise skills in critical thinking, close reading of texts, verbal and written communication, organization and integration of ideas, and problem-solving on issues related to Islam and politics.
-Utilize basic approaches, perspectives, and theories on Islam and Politics.

-Define, explain, and illustrate by contemporary examples various political regimes in Muslim countries, by addressing their origins, evolution, institutions, processes, and effects.

-Compare and contrast key concepts defining ideologies, resources, and structures of political movements and institutions in Muslim countries.

-Analyze the meaning of Islamic activism, including religious, political, and religio-political actors and movements.
Class Requirements

Students are expected to complete all assigned readings.
Required Readings
Khaled Abou El Fadl, The Place of Tolerance in Islam. Boston: Beacon Press, 2003.

Dale F. Eickelman and James P. Piscatori, Muslim Politics. Second Edition. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2004.

Olivier Roy, The Failure of Political Islam. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1994.

Ali Abdel Razek, Islam and the Foundations of Political Power. Edited by Abdou Filali-
Ansary. Translated by Maryam Loutfi. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2012. 

Frederick Volpi, Political Islam: A Critical Reader. New York: Routledge, 2009.

Quintan Wiktorowicz, ed., Islamic Activism: A Social Movement Theory Approach. 

Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2003.

In addition to these books, there are also book chapters and journal articles assigned below. They are all accessible in the Blackboard (BB).

Grading

In-class quizzes and debate: 10%

Book Review: 20%

Midterm Exam:
 30%

Final Exam: 40%

A = 4.0

A- = 3.7

B+ = 3.3

B = 3.0

B- = 2.7

C+ = 2.3

C = 2.0

C- = 1.7

D+ = 1.3

D = 1.0

D- = 0.7

F = 0
Disability Accommodation

If you are a student with a disability and believe you will need accommodations for this class, it is your responsibility to contact Student Disability Services at (619) 594-6473. To avoid any delay in the receipt of your accommodations, you should contact Student Disability Services as soon as possible. Please note that accommodations are not retroactive, and that accommodations based upon disability cannot be provided until you have presented your instructor with an accommodation letter from Student Disability Services. Your cooperation is appreciated.

Academic Dishonesty

Students caught engaging in cheating will receive an automatic F and will be reported.
SCHEDULE

August 29
Introduction
The Syllabus
August 31
Islamic Theology and Interpretation
Khaled Abou El Fadl, The Place of Tolerance in Islam. Boston: Beacon Press, 2003; pp. 3-50.

September 5
Islamic Politics or Muslim Politics?
Dale F. Eickelman and James P. Piscatori, Muslim Politics. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2004; Chapters 1-3.

September 7
Transnationalization of Islamic Movements
Dale F. Eickelman and James P. Piscatori. Muslim Politics. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2004; Chapters 4-6.
September 12
The Origin and Development of Islamism
Olivier Roy, The Failure of Political Islam. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1994; 
Chapter 1-9.
September 14
The Crisis of Islamism and Fundamentalism
Olivier Roy, The Failure of Political Islam. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1994; 

Chapters 10-18.

September 19
The Idea of Caliphate

Ali Abdel Razek, Islam and the Foundations of Political Power. Edinburgh: Edinburgh 
University Press, 2012; Part I. 
September 21
The Critique of the Caliphate

Ali Abdel Razek, Islam and the Foundations of Political Power. Edinburgh: Edinburgh ‘
University Press, 2012; Part II and III. 

September 26
Islam and Realpolitik
Ibn Khaldun, The Muqaddimah: An Introduction to History. Translated by Frantz 

Rosenthal. Abridged and edited by N. J. Dawood. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 

2005 [1377]; pp. 11-91 (BB).

September 28

Islam and Secularism
Ira M. Lapidus, “State and Religion in Islamic Societies,” Past & Present, 151, 1 (1996): 3-27 

(BB).

Ira M. Lapidus, “The Separation of State and Religion in the Development of Early Islamic 
Society.” International Journal of Middle East Studies 6, 4 (1975): 363–85 (BB).
October 3

Islam and Authoritarianism 

Eva Bellin, “The Robustness of Authoritarianism in the Middle East: Exceptionalism in 

Comparative Perspective.” Comparative Politics 36, 2 (2004): 139-57 (BB).

Eva Bellin, “Reconsidering the Robustness of Authoritarianism in the Middle East: 

Lessons from the Arab Spring.” Comparative Politics 44, 2 (2012): 127-49 (BB).

October 10
Islam and Democracy

Mirjam Kunkler and Julia Leininger, “The Multi-faceted Role of Religious Actors in 

Democratization Processes: Empirical Evidence from Five Young Democracies,” 

Democratization, 16, 6 (2009): 1058-92 (BB).
October 12
Islam and Women’s Rights
Michael Ross, “Oil, Islam, and Woman,” American Political Science Review 102, 1 (2008): 

107-23 (BB).

October 17

Midterm Exam

October 19

Islam and Violence
M. Steven, Fish, Francesca R. Jensenius, and Katherine E. Michel, “Islam and Large-Scale 

Political Violence: Is There a Connection?” Comparative Political Studies 43, 11 (2010): 

1327-62 (BB). 
Süveyda Karakaya, “Religion and Conflict: Explaining the Puzzling Case of ‘Islamic 

Violence’.” International Interactions 41, 3 (2015): 509-38 (BB).
October 24

Islam and Peace
Khaled Abou El Fadl, The Place of Tolerance in Islam. Boston: Beacon Press, 2003; pp. 51-115.

October 26

Muslims and European Colonization

Jeremy Salt, The Unmaking of the Middle East: A History of Western Disorder in Arab 

Lands. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2009; pp. 49-90 (BB).
October 31

Clash of Civilizations?

Samuel Huntington, “Clash of Civilizations?” Foreign Affairs 72, 3 (1993): 22-49 (BB).

Video: Edward Said, “The Myth of the Clash of Civilizations.”

November 2

Understanding Political Islam

Frederick Volpi, Political Islam: A Critical Reader. New York: Routledge, 2009; Section II.
November 7
Political Islam and the State

Frederick Volpi, Political Islam: A Critical Reader. New York: Routledge, 2009; Section III.

November 9
Political Islam and Democracy

Frederick Volpi, Political Islam: A Critical Reader. New York: Routledge, 2009; Section IV.

November 14
Political Islam and Violence

Frederick Volpi, Political Islam: A Critical Reader. New York: Routledge, 2009; Section VI.

November 16
Political Islam, Globalization, and the Future

Frederick Volpi, Political Islam: A Critical Reader. New York: Routledge, 2009; Sections 
VII-VII.
November 21

Islamic Movements as Social Activists

Quintan Wiktorowicz, ed., Islamic Activism: A Social Movement Theory Approach. 
Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2003; pp. 1-36.
November 23 
Thanksgiving

November 28

Islamic Movements and Contentious Politics

Quintan Wiktorowicz, ed., Islamic Activism: A Social Movement Theory Approach. 

Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2003; pp. 37-142.

November 30
Islamic Activists, Networks, and Coalitions

Quintan Wiktorowicz, ed., Islamic Activism: A Social Movement Theory Approach. 

Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2003; pp. 143-230.

December 5

Islamic Activism and Cultural Frames

Quintan Wiktorowicz, ed., Islamic Activism: A Social Movement Theory Approach. 

Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2003; pp. 231-304

December 7

Islam, Politics, and the Arab Spring

Tarek Masoud, “Has the Door Closed on Arab Democracy?” Journal of Democracy 26, 1 

(2015): 74-87 (BB).

Alfred Stepan, “Tunisia’s Transition and the Twin Tolerations,” Journal of Democracy 23, 2 

(2012): 89-103 (BB).
December 12

Islam and Politics in Europe

Jonathan Laurence, “Managing transnational Islam: Muslims and the state in Western Europe,” 

in Craig A. Parsons and Timothy M. Smeeding, eds., Immigration and the 

Transformation of Europe. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2008 (BB).
December 14
Review

December 21

Final Exam
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